The structure of the title complex, [ZnCl 2 (C 11 H 9 N 3 ) 2 ], comprises two 2-(phenyldiazenyl)pyridine ligands coordinating to a central Zn II dichloride unit via the pyridyl N-atom donors, resulting in a slightly distorted tetrahedral geometry. The complex exhibits twofold rotation symmetry, with the rotation axis bisecting the zinc cation. The structure is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁCl interactions [CÁ Á ÁCl = 3.411 (2) and 3.675 (2) Å ], connecting neighbouring molecules into layers perpendicular to the c axis. 
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For background to diazenylpyridine compounds, see: Krause & Krause (1980) . For applications of diazenylpyridine complexes, see : Wong & Giandomenico (1999) ; Wu et al. (2006) ; Hotze et al. (2004) ; Velders et al. (2000) ; Barf & Sheldon (1995) . For applications of zinc-diazenyl complexes, see: Saha et al. (2014) ; Dutta et al. (2014) ; Datta et al. (2014) ; Zhang et al. (2012) . For related structures, see: Leesakul et al. (2011); Panneerselvam et al. (2000) ; Steffen & Palenik (1976) .
Experimental
2.1. Crystal data [ZnCl 2 (C 11 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2013 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2013) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2014 (Sheldrick, 2015) ; molecular graphics: Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 2012) and publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
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S1. Comment
Nitrogen containing heteroaromatic systems like pyridines are some of the most investigated organic compounds primarily because of their importance in the pharmaceutical and chemical industries. Pyridine derivatives have been widely studied in analytical chemistry as an acid-base, redox and biomedical agent and for their photo-physical properties. A common synthetic pyridine derivative is 2-(phenyldiazenyl)pyridine (Krause & Krause, 1980) . This compound is a well known ligand with a basic nitrogen atom on the pyridine ring able to coordinate to transition metal complexes. It has various applications, for example as a chemotherapeutic drug (Wong & Giandomenico, 1999) , it has anticancer properties (Wu et al., 2006; Hotze et al., 2004; Velder et al., 2000) and is active in catalysing the epoxidation of olefins (Barf & Sheldon 1995) . Coordination compounds of Zn II incorporating the diazenyl moiety were shown to have photochromic properties (Saha et al., 2014; Dutta et al., 2014; Datta et al., 2014) as well as non-linear optical properties, which were investigated for the storage of optical information (Zhang et al., 2012) .
We here report the preparation and crystal structure of a new Zn II complex with the well known diazenylpyridine ligand 2-(phenyldiazenyl)pyridine (C 11 H 9 N 3 ), or azpy. The molecular structure of the title complex, [Zn(C 11 The azo (N═N) distance in the Zn II complex is 1.244 (2) Å, which is comparable to that in the free azpy ligand, 1.248 (4) Å (Panneerselvam et al., 2000) , which is expected as the azo nitrogen of the azpy ligand is not metal coordinated. All N-Zn-Cl, Cl-Zn-Cl and N-Zn-N bond angles deviate somewhat from the ideal from 109.5°, especially for the angle N1-Zn1-N1 i = 124.45 (9)°, probably due to steric demands of the azpy ligand. The torsion angle of the pyridine-azo-phenyl atoms, C5-N2-N3-C6 is 179.59 (15)°. The dihedral angle of the mean planes between the pyridine and the phenyl ring in the ligand molecule is 11.9 (1)°.
S2. Supramolecular features
Weak intra and intermolecular C-H···Cl interactions (C···Cl = 3.411 (2) and 3.675 (2) Å; see Table 1 , Hydrogen-bond geometry) connect neighboring molecules into layers perpendicular to the c-axis (Fig. 2-4 
S4. Refinement
All H atoms of aromatic carbon were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms with with C-H = 0.93 Å, and with U eq (H) = 1.2 U eq (C). 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

